Are You a Servant or Friend? 



I guess you could consider this post a continuation or sidebar to the previous 
"This Matter of Sin" posts. In reflecting on that revelation God reminded 
me of something that I read some years back that stunned me and it became 
a turning point in our relationship. It was a simple question but one that I was 
not prepared to hear. I will share it with you now so you can ponder it as 
well: 

"Is Christ your friend? Or do you just follow Him to avoid 
Hell?" 

I was speechless! I looked into my own heart and didn't like what I saw at all! Let me be clear, I do not believe 
this is a matter of salvation, but of an inner circle within the body of Christ. Truth is, I never even considered 
Christ as a friend. All of a sudden a whole bunch of scripture started to make sense. I will give you a few to 
consider: 

Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but 
I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made 
known unto you. 
John 15:15 (KJV)0 

I think God is showing us here that there are a group of Christians that are going to heaven because they have 
been obedient and fulfilled the miriimum requirements of salvation. But then there is another group that has a rich 
loving relationship with their Master. They diligently seek Him every day. He reveals His secrets to them, they 
are His prophets. He liberally bestows His gifts of the Spirit on them and they use them They are still 
subservient, but they have moved beyond servitude into a special place of trust and familiarity with their Master. 

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain 
woman named Martha received him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, 
which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about 
much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath 
left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and 
said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But 
one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her. 
Luke 10:38-42 (KJV) 

I think what Christ is saying here is simply this: 'Martha, Mary gets it, you don't'. The servant obeys the master 
while the friend has a rich relationship based on love. This is not to denigrate servitude, and it is a wise man that 
does what is necessary to avoid HelL But Christ has so much more available to those who love Him and He 
wants us all to share this intimate relationship with Him 

Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 
them that are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from 




iniquity. But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also 
of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore 
purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the 
master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 
2 Timothy 2:19-21 (KJV) ED 

Do you suppose vessels of dishonor will be allowed into heaven? If they are not suitable for the Master's use 
what will the Master do with them? What do we do with things we have no use for? Yes, I do believe we could 
make a case for this passage being yet more evidence of the error of the doctrine of eternal security. But what I 
want you to see is that there is good scriptural evidence that we will not all be equal. I hope to be a vessel of 
platinum, why aim low? 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any 
man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every 
man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 
1 Corinthians 3:11-15 (KJV) © 

Although we cannot earn our salvation by works of any kind scripture unmistakably demonstrates that we will be 
rewarded based on our works done here on earth. That makes things a little different now, doesn't it? 

Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they 
shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 
Revelation 3:4 (KJV) © 

We need to examine our hearts and ask ourselves this very tough question: Am I serving God just to avoid Hell 
and get heavenly riches, or do I truly love Him and want to walk with Him in white? As for myself the decision 
wasn't hard, all I needed to do was look to the cross to see the love He had for me. How could anyone reject 
the friendship of such a man? Jesus asks us now, you are my servant, will you be my friend? As for me I choose 
the 'good part' just as Mary did. How about you? 



